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INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC UNION - LISBON, APRIL, 1949 
Meredith F, Burrill 


A Brief Account sent by Air Mail 


Excursion to Estremadura and Ribatejo under the guidance of 
Dr. Georges Zbyszewski and Dr. Virginia Rau, left Lisbon on 
April 1, returning April 6. The trip was highly instructive 
and the hospitality was awesome. Dr. Rau spoke good English 


at the beginning and good American at the end. About thirty 
made the trip, including representatives of Canada, Cuba, 
England, Portugal, Scotland, Switzerland, Turkey and 17 from 
the United States, most of whom joined the party at the end of 
the first day. The Congress was formally opened on April 8 in 
the chamber of the National Assembly in the presence of the 
President and the Cardinal. De Martonne, Boerman and Cressey 
spoke briefly and effectively. Cressey stressed the importance 
of the geographers' making their fullest possible contribution 
in these times when interdependence and world understanding are 
basic for realization of our opportunities. The several lavish 
receptions held during the Cohgress were well attended and 
appreciated, as was the boat trip around the harbor, trips to 
Sintra and Arrabida, a trip around the hills and environs of 
Lisbon, a concert of Portuguese folk songs and symphonies, and 
a visit to the Museum of Popular Art. A dinner was held for 
officials of the Congress and the heads of delegations. 


The opening session on April 9 was followed by section 
meetings at which the programs of papers were arranged in 
more or less detail. The seven sections, on cartography; 
physical geography; biogeography; human and economic geography; 
geography of colonization; historical geography; and methodology, 
teaching and bibliography, met simultaneously for the most part, 
Sections 1, 2 and 4 were the best attended. Some 200 papers were 
submitted by title, of which perhaps two-thirds to three-quarter 
were read, for the most part by the authors. A few papers or 
communications were included in the section programs without 
previous submittal. There was opportunity to discuss nearly all 
of the papers, the amount of time available varying from session 
to session. The following topics received cmsiderable attentia} 
conventional signs am mapping programs; pedimemts, tectonic 
movements, granitic modeling, planation, and fluvial regimes; 
transhumance, housetypes, fishing, changes in economic and 
rural population; colonial agriculture; old maps, regional 
study techniques, use of maps in teaching, and terminology. 
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The impressive U.S. map exhibit arranged by Adkinson, Atwood 
and English drew crowds of visitors and universal commendation. 
Portugal, Italy, France, Switzerland, Canada and others also 
exhibited maps. 


At the final session on April 15 the Congress adopted several 
changes in the statutes; accorded to De. Martonne the unique post 
of Honorary President for life; admitted China, India, Hungary 
and Turkey to membership in the Union; accepted the U.S. invita- 
tion for the 1952 Congress (Brazil withdrawing its invitation 
for '52 and asking that Brazil be considered for '56); dissolved 
commissions om climatic variations and photo topography; continued 
commissions (Chairmen in parenthesis) on population (Fawcett), 
industrial ports (Boerman), agrarian geography (Faucher), ancient 
maps (Almagia), terraces (Baulig), and erosion surfaces; estab- 
lished new commissions on utilization of aerial photographs 
(Barriere), the IMW (Wright), medical geography (May), inventory 
of world land use (Van Valkenburg), regional planning (Gottman), 
periglacial morphology (Ahlmann), and soil erosion (Ackerman); 
elected the following officers: President - Cressey (U.S.A.), 
Vice-Presidents - Almagia (Italy), Le fevre (Belgium), Ribeiro 
(Portugal), Leite de Castro (Brazil), Stamp (Great Britain), 
Boesch (Switzerland), Kuriyan (India), Secretary - Kimble (Canada). 


Four excursions left om the following day: one to the south; 
two to the north, one to the central section. 


Americans who attended the conference were: BURTON W. ADKINSON 
(Library of Congress); DOROTHY MAY ANDERSON (Geographic Attache, 
U.S. Embassy, Cairo); WALLACE W. ATWOOD, JR. (Research and Develop- 
ment Board); CARLETON P. BARNES (Department of Agriculture); 
LOREN A. BLOOM (Aeronautical Chart Service); SAMUEL W. and Mrs. BOGGS 
(Department of State); MEREDITH F. BURRILL (Board on Geographic Names); 
CLARK N. CRAIN (University of Denver); GEORGE B. CRESSEY (Syracuse 
University); NORDIS FELLAND (American Geographical Society; EDWIN J. 
and Mrs, FOSCUE (Southern Methodist University); OTTO E. GEPPERT 
(Denoyer-Geppert Company); OTTO GUTHE (Department of State; 
CHAUNCY D. HARRIS (University of-Chicago); Mrs. MARGARET KINGMAN 
(Tropical Geographical Society); BENJAMIN LANE (Aeronautical Chart 
Service); AGNES LARSON (St. Olaf Coliege); FLOYD MASTEN (Geographic 
Attache, U.S. Legation, Vienna); WALTER F. McLALLEN JR., (Naval 
Attache, U.S. Embassy, Lisbon); WILLIAM H. MILLS (Army Map Service); 
WALCOLM’ J. PROUDFOOT (Northwestern University); ERWIN RAISZ (Harvard 
University); VIRGINIA M. ROBINSON (Geographic Attache, U.S. Embassy, 
Pretoria); JOHN H. ROSCOE (Navy Department); JAMES STEESE (U.S. 
Military Academy); CORA P. SLETTEN (Mankato State Teachers College); 
FRANKLIN R. STERN (Dartmouth College); CONRAD THOREN (Geographic 
Attache, U.S. Embassy, London); LESTER TRUEBLOOD (Department of the 
Army); MAX VAN ROSSUM DAUM (Air University, Maxwell Field); SAMUEL 
VAN VALKENBURG (Clark University); JOHN K. and Mrs, WRIGHT (American 
Geographical Society). 
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS 


Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting 


Sunday A.M., February 27, 1949 
At home of W. W. Atwood Jr., Kenwood, Maryland 


Present: Pres. RICHARD HARTSHORNE, Vice Pres. SHANNON McCUNE, 
JOHN K. ROSE, WALLACE W. ATWOOD, JR., and 
WALTER W. RISTOW, Secretary. 


J. NORMAN CARLS was named as the delegate for the AAG to attend 


the Conference for Teachers of Social Science held in Washington 
under the sponsorship of the Office of Education on February 4, 1 


Upon invitation of the U.S. National Commission on UNESCO, the 
following were named to represent the AAG at the Second National 
Conference of the U.S. National Commission, to be held in Cleve 
Ohio, March 31, April 1 and 2: prof.G. D. HUBBARD and REUEL B. 
of Oberlin College, and HALLOCK RAUP of Kent State University. 


These appointments were made by the Secretary in the interim 
between meetings and were confirmed at this meeting. 


The question was raised of establishing a policy with regard to 

possible remission of dues to members who have paid dues regularly 
for 25 years or more, and who have officially retired from their 
professional activities. 


Following up the action recorded in Item 34 of the Minutes of 
the Council Meeting of December 30, 1948, it was moved and passed 


that the Committee on Aids to Foreign Geographers maintain active 
contacts with the Foreign Correspondents established under the As 


In accordance with Article IV, Section 5 of the Constitution, 
"The Council shall make at least three nominations for members of 
the Nominating Committee and the Honors Committee and at least one 


nomination for the Credentials Committee." 


All members of the Council were, therefore, to be requested to 
forward to the Secretary suggestions for candidates for the above 
three Committees. 
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Time and place for future annual meetings. 


The Executive Committee notes that, in view of the Spring date 
for the next Annual Meeting (Clark University, April 1950), it is 
expected that the subsequent meeting will be scheduled for the 
Spring vacation of the host institution in the year 1951. The 
Council will welcome, therefore, invitations from institutions, 
divisions or groups desiring to serve as host for that meeting. 


In accordance with the Constitution, certain actions of the 
membership must be taken at the Annual Business Meeting. The 
Executive Committee, therefore, announces that the Annual 
Business Meeting for the year 1949 will be held at Clark Univer- 
sity in April of 1950, in accordance with action taken at the 
Madison meetings of the Council. 


The following recommendations for the Placement Committee 
were made by Chairman JAMES BRAMWELL: HERMAN FRIIS, ALLEN 
BELDEN, LOUIS LEIPOLD, AL MUNN. 


The Executive Committee voted to approve these individuals 
as members of the Placement Committee. 


President HARTSHORNE reported that EDWARD ULLMAN has accepted 
appointment as Chairman of the Program Committee for the April 
1950 meetings at Clark University. Committee members selected 
thus far include WILLIAM APPLEBAUM and RAYMOND MURPHY (Local 
Chairman for Clark University). In reply to an enquiry from 
EDWARD ULLMAN, the President was instructed to advise the Program 
Committee Chairman that the Committee is empowered to select and 
reject papers in the interest of a strong program. 


The Committee, after consideration of this extremely important 
assignment, voted to ask EDWARD J. PROPHET to serve as Chairman 
of the Membership Committee. 


The question was introduced of possible joint membership, or 
partial remission of dues, for individuals in the same family. 
A number of instances were cited of husbands amd wives, both of 
whom are professional geographers and interested in maintaining 
membership in the Association. . 


Recognizing such cases as warranting "special consideration" 
the Executive Committee, in accordance with the Constitutional 
authority stated in Section 1 of the By-Law, voted that: 


When two individuals in the same family, residing at the same 
address, are Members of the Association of American Geographers, 
remission of $5.00 of the annual dues may be made to the second 
member, It is understood that such remission of dues is to cover 
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the approximate cost of the second copies of publications of the 
Association. Only one of each Association publication will be 
sent to individuals requesting such remission of dues. 


It was voted to appoint a Committee on UNESCO Relations, which 
will keep informed of all activities of UNESCO, make recommenda- 
tions to the Council for possible AAG action or policy with 
reference to UNESCO, and keep the membership informed, through 
The Professional Geographer, of significant developments in the 
UNESCO program. It was voted to ask J. WARREN NYSTROM to serve 
as Chairman of the Committee. ; 


It was noted that the U.S. Office of Equcation had not yet 
appointed anyone to the position of Specialist in Geography in 
Higher Equcation vacated by OTIS W. FREEMAN in August 1948. 

The Secretary was instructed to draft a letter to EARL McGRATH, 
recently appointed Commissioner of Education, expressing the 

wish that a suitable appointment will be made soon to the positim 
of Specialist in Geography in Higher Education. 


The President was instructed to draft letters to the 
presidents of Yale University, Rutgers University, and the 
University of Delaware commending them upon t he recent establish- 
ment of Departments of Geography at their respective institutions. 


The Council of the AGS announces that owing to the 
greatly increased membership of the Association they . 
will be obliged to discontinue the practice of sending 
the Geographic Review free of charge to members of the 
Association who are not Fellows of the AGS. Fellowship 
in the Society is available to AAG members at a special 
rate of $7.00 per annum. The Society recognizes 
Associates in the AAG as also qualifying for the 
reduced membership fee in the AGS. The Society extends 
a cordial invitation to fellowship to associates of 
the AAG as now constituted, and also to geography 
students in universities whether or not they are 
associates of the AAG. 
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MEETINGS OF GEOGRAPHERS 


THE CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS held its annual 
meeting at Ventura Junior College on Saturday May 7. C. LANGDON 
WHITE addressed the meeting. 


THE EAST LAKES DIVISION of the AAG announce a Spring field 
trip which was made in Columbus, Ohio, May 14. The leader was 
A, J. WRIGHT of Ohio State University. The trip was preceded 
by a meeting on Friday evening, May 13 in Commerce Building, 
Ohio State University, for an oral preview of the trip. 


THE ILLINOIS CHAPTER of the NATIONAL COUNCIL OF GEOGRAPHY 
TEACHERS held its annual meeting at Knox College, Galesburg 
on May 6. FLOYD CUNNINGHAM of Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale, was Chapter Chairman. 


THE 29TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICANISTS will convene 
in New York City September 5-12. The AAG is one of the sponsoring 
organizations and is sending DONALD BRAND as delegate. 


THE MIDWEST DIVISION OF THE AAG held its annual Spring meeting 
on May 13 and 14 under the auspices of the Department of Geography, 
University of Nebraska, under the chairmanship of WALTER M. 
KOLLMORGEN, An interesting field trip covered in part the 
Drift Hills, Loess Plains, Platte Valley, Loess Hills, and 
Sand Hills of Nebraska. The University of Nebraska geographers 
who directed the field observation were HEWES, BENGTSON, CONDRA, 
THORP, ANDERSON, GAINES and HAMMOND. 


THE 1949 CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF GEOGRAPHY 
TEACHERS will be held in Cyeveland on November 25 and 26. 
The headquarters will be the Cleveland Hotel and the hosts 
will be Western Reserve University, Kent State University 
and Oberlin College. 


THE NEW ENGLAND GEOGRAPHICAL CONFERENCE held its annual 
meeting at Harvard University on May 14. The morning session 
was devoted to Europe with a talk by GORDQN RECKORD, Assistant 
Secretary of the Economic Cooperation Administration, speaking 
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on "Geographical Aspects of the European Recovery Program" and 
E. ESTYN EVANS of Belfast, Ireland, Visiting Professor of Geogr 
at Bowdoin College, speaking on "Ireland as a Part of Atlantic 
Europe". The afternoon session featured a debate and discussion 
on New England's Prospect, 1949, led by SEYMOUR HARRIS, an 
economist of Harvard University, and ALBERT CARLSON, a geographer 
from Dartmouth College. The President of the conference for this 
year was EDWARD L. ULLMAN of Harvard University. An interesting 
Newsletter was published after the conference. 


THE NEW YORK STATE GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION met in Buffalo on 
April 29-30. KATHERYNE T. WHITLEMORE was the Convenor and HIBBERD 
V. B. KLINF, the President. Officers for next year are HOWARD I, 
FLIERL, New York State College, Albany, President; OLIVE C. FISH, 
Cortland, Archivista, and CATHERINE M. ROBERTS, Potsdam, Convenor, 
An interesting program was arranged for the two days, and the 
address at the annual dinner on April 30 was given by MARVIN A. 
RAPP, his subject being "The Grain Trade at the Port of Buffalo 
1825-1885". 


A NORTHWEST OHIO SECTION of the OHIO COUNCIL OF GEOGRAPHY 
TEACHERS was organized at a meeting at Bowling Green State 
University on March 26. About sixty geographers were in attendance 
and elected CURTIS WILSON of Toledo University, Chairman of the 
organization. LUELLA COATES, Findlay and HAZEL KILLE, Bowling 
Green were elated Vice-Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer respec- 
tively. LYLE R. FLETCHER, Bowling Green, Meeting Chairman, and 
Mrs. G. T. BARNES, Toledo, were named Councilors. Papers were 
read by EVELYN WESTON, Kent State University, ADELAID BLAUCH, 
Lakewood and JAMES BECK, Kent State. 


Two geography sessions were held at the meeting of THE OHIO 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCE at Denison University, Granville, on Fyiday 
April 22. 


THE OHIO COUNCIL OF GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS held a Spring meeting 
on Saturday May 7 at Lakewood. 


THE PACIFIC COAST GEOGRAPHERS will hold their meeting in 
Vancouver on June 16, 17 and 18, concurrently with the meetings 
of the PACIFIC DIVISION of the AAAS, 
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THE SOUTHEAST DIVISION of the AAG under the chairmanship of 
SIGISMOND deR. DIETTRICH held its annual meeting at the University 
of Florida campus May 6 and 7. The Southeast Division last year 
decided to sponsor a coordinated research project in the geographic 
problems and resources of the South. The present meeting will be 
the first one at which some of the preliminary reports will be 
given and further plans for the work will be laid. This meeting 
included a symposium and panel discussion on geographic problems 
of Florida. A field trip was held on Saturday afternoon to Winsor 
(ghost city), Cross Creek, Anthony Farms (large pure bred Brahman 
herd), Ocala, Silver Springs, lime quarries, Orange Lake and 
return to Gainesville. A very interesting Newsletter was published 
by MERLE C. PRUNTY, JR. : 


THE SOUTHWEST DIVISION of the AAG held its annual meeting in 
Fort Worth, Texas on April 15-16, 1949. The largest delegation 
in the history of the Division assembled to hear a wide variety 
of papers given by members of the AAG and invited guests. 
JOHN W. MORRIS arranged a very worthwhile program, the first 
one where the number of papers accepted required divided sections. 


AAG Division members on the program included, RALPH OLSEN, 
A, L. RODGERS, RALPH E. BIRCHARD, DAVID C. WINSLOW, GEORC™ P. 
STEVENS, EDWARD E. KESO, G. B. SCHILZ, ROBERT A. MILLER, 
CAROL Y. MASON, and JOHN S. KYSER. 


At the business meeting, conducted by Division Chairman, 
GEORGE S. CORFIELD, Oklahoma A, and M. College, WALTER KOLLMORGAN 
of the University of Kansas (Mid-West Division) responded to the 
welcome given him as the special guest. In his remarks, he 
extended an invitation to the membership who found it possible 
to join the Mid-West Division Meeting at Lincoln, Nebraska in 
May. GEORGE S. CORFIELD was elected Southwest Division Chaimman 
of the AAG for another year. 


ad 
Eraphy 
ic 
ion 
apher 
this 
ing . 
on 
BBERD 
D I. 
FISH, | 
venor, 
A. 
alo 
ndance [ 
the 
ec- 4 
nd a 
e 
10 
ay 
ing 4 
4 


GEOGRAPHERS ABROAD 


INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL UNION 


As the result of a resolution of the Amsterdam Congress, 1938, 
the International Geographical Union has established a Commissim 
on the Study of Ports. It was constituted by the Executive Commiittag 
at the end of 1947 with the following membership: 


W. E. BOERMAN (Rotterdam, Holland) Chairman 

G. H. J. DAYSH (Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Britain) Secretary 
J. GOTTMANN (Baltimore and Paris. 

A. C. O'DELL (Aberdeen, Britain) 

A. SOMME (Bergen, Norway) 


Although all but one of the members of the Commission are froa 
the shores of the North Sea, the Commission is interested in 
problems of the geography of ports all over the world. A first 
meeting was held in Rotterdam on January 22-24, 1949. A program 
of work was discussed and it was decided to meet in Lisbon in 
April. The Commission is primarily interested in studying the 
following points: natural and politico-economic factors influence 
the development of a port, methods and degrees of adaptation to 
pyhsical background, effect of the physical background upon the 
location of industries, classification of the industries of a port, 
the hinterland, classification of ports according to function and 
analysis of the traffic of the port. 


NEWS FROM ISRAEL 


A letter has been received from ABBA H. SALZMAN who is now 
serving with Air Intelligence in the Defense Army of Israel. 
Mr. SALZMAN'S departure for Israel on a Fellowship to the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, was announced in a Joint 
Newsletter, but he reports that on arriving there he found 
that the university was not functioning and that, due to the 
abnormal conditions then prevailing in that part of the world, 
it was impossible to predict just when it would be receiving 
students again. Mr. SALZMAN therefore joined the Air Intelligence 
Branch of the Defense Army of Israel where he serves as a geograp 
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in the Aerial Mapping Section and is finding his work very 
gratifying. He reports that the Hebrew University was 
scheduled to open on April 24 in temporary quarters in urban 
Jerusalem, but he plans to remain a member of the Air Force 
and to use his Fellowship when the university will once more 
be functioning in its magnificent halls, library etc., om 
Mount Scopus which is at present a demilitarized "island" 
behind the Trans-Jordan lines. 


NEWS FROM PERU 


ALFREDO ROSENSWEIG of the Peruvian Geological Institute 
visited the West Virginia University Department of Geology 
and Geography for several weeks during March and April. 

He is spending one year in the United States studying the 
coal and petroleum industry and organization of government 
geological surveys. 


Mr. ROSENSWEIG reported that the Geographical Institute 
of the University of Peru (Universidad Nacional Mayor de 
San Marcos), at Lima, Peru,is now headed by Retired Ex- 
Colonel GERARDO DIANDERAS, formerly head of the Military 
Geographical Institute; Dr. EMILIO ROMERO, president of 
the Geographical Society of Lima, is also aiding the ex-. 
panded work of the Institute. Dr. MARC PIERCE, a French 
geographer is teaching courses in physiography and regional 
geography and has started a detailed study of the Santa 
Valley. Dr. VELLARD, a French geographer and biologist, is 
also a member of the Geographical Institute. Dr. F. W. McBRIDE 
is teaching several geography courses and continuing his phyto- 
geographic studies in Peru. 


AUSTRIAN GEOGRAPHER 


LEOPOLD G, SCHEIDL, who was in the United States as a 
Rockefeller in the early 1930's, wishes to renew his relations 
with American geographers with whom he became acquainted. He 
would appreciate receiving reprints, books, maps, etc., for 
his institution. He is at the University of Graz, Austria, 
and lectures as well at the Handelsakademie in the same city. 
He writes that he had a hundred students at his lectures on 
North America last semester. 
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ARTICLES AND NOTES 


GEOGRAPHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF SOIL 
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS IN THE UNITED STATES 


David C. Winslow 


Dr. David C. Winslow, Ph.D. from Clark University, 
1948, is a career geographer, now at Oklahoma A. 
and M. College, Stillwater, Oklahoma. He was a 
Graduate Assistant at the University of Nebraska 
and a Fellow at Clark University. He entered 
Federal service through the Junior Professional 
Assistant examination (geography option), serving 
in tum as Park Ranger, Dust Control Supervisor, 
and Soil Conservationist. During his work in the 
Southwest, Dr. Winslow met many Government 
employees with major work in geography. For example, 
seventeen trained in the subject were engaged at 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park. Geographers, he 
found, are pecularly fitted to perform duties as 
ranger, naturalist and conservationist. 


A country-wide agrarian revolution is under way, based upon 
program and activities of the State Soil Conservation Districts; 
yet, this significant District movement has gained little recog- 
nition from the general public and those interested in land 
utilization have ignored its implications. It needs to be brought 
to the attention of geographers and students of geography. The 
program of land improvement and of sustained, maximum agricul- 
tural production fostered by the Districts not only will modify 
the ways of thinking and working by farmers, but also will make 
significant changes in the poltical, social and ecmomic life 
of the United States. 


Soil Conservation Districts appear to be playing as vital a 
role in the present period of American history as did the much 
publicized and popularized National Grange units in the 1870's, 
In total number of members, established Districts over-shadow 
the Grange at its peak of development. More than four million 
farmers cooperate in Districts as contrasted with an estimated 
759,000 members in the Grange at the peak of its growth~. 


1. Buck, S.J., The Granger Movement, Harvard University Press, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1933, pp. 58-59. 
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Although our country has increased both in population and area 
since the earlier movement, such huge numbers of participants 
today clearly indicates a present action program of tremendous 
magnitude and scope m our farms. 


Growth of the Soil Conservation Districts 


Since formation of the initial state Soil Conservation District 
in North Carolina during 1934, the Districts have rapidly grown in 
areal extent and number<. Now they embrace 1,114,000,000 acres 
including three-fourths of the farms and two-thirds of the farm 
lands of the nation. There are 2,177 organized Districts in the 
forty-eight states, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. 
The graph (see p.13 ) shows this phenomenal growth. 


Accomplishments and Success of the Soil Conservation Districts 


Soil Conservation Districts have treated 82,824,000 acres 
since their inception in the United States, not including lands 
otherwise improved by the United States Soil Conservation Service. 
Application of conservation practices was executed last year on 
21,500,000 acres. Yet the work is hardly begun when it is estimated 
that 24,730 man-years of labor alone will be necessary to accomplish 
the needed soil and water conservation in the state of New Mexico. 


District growth and accomplishments in the land utilization 
program have been so successful as to attract the attenti of 
foreign countries. Sixty-seven of them, since 1942, have sent — 
378 scientists and officials to the United States. Forty-nine 
of these nations, as a result, have pattemed their own program 
after the work of the Districts. | 


Some Geographical Implications of the Soil Conservation Districts 


The Soil Conservation District may be defined as a legal 
administrative area of a state, having a geographic entity, 
established under local leadership by vote of the people to 
integrate and coordinate the agricultural conservation activities 
for the best practicable utilization of soil, water, and other 
resources. It has been likened to a county in its legal powers 
which are broad in the apparent scope and interpretation. 

The portion of a state embraced by a District is usually 
determined by natural, economic, ami political factors, its 
boundaries being established by public hearings and election. 
The District is enlarged in area and population by addition of 
new groups of people who feel they are part of its sphere and 


2. Winslow, D.C., Geographical Implications of Soil Conservation 
Districts In The Southwest, Doctorate Dissertation, Clark 
University, 1948, p. 2. 
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have the same problems. It is a geographic subdivision of the 
state in which optimum adjustment to the environment is sought 
through a program of scientifically-determined re and 
consequent maintenance. 


Some scientifically-devised instruments followed in performance 
of the District duties are the Soil Conservation Survey, Program 
of Work, Plan of Work, Long Term Program, Memorandum of Under- 
standing with a Cooperative Agency, Individual Farm and Ranch 
Plans, and Group Facilities Projects. For example, the Soil 
Conservation Survey, a comprehensive appraisal of geographic 
attributes of the District, particularly as to its natural 


3. Rogers, R. W., "The Greater Task Ahead", Soil Conservation, 
March, 1945, pp. 202-203. Bennett, H. H., "Annual Report of . 
the Chief of the Soil Conservation Service", USDA, 1948, p. 2 


resources, past and present utilization, and conservation needs, 
it utilized for subsequent planning and execution of the District 
program. It includes thorough inventory of physical and cultural 
resources with recommended land use and conservation improvements. 
Thus, &@ geographic device is constructed which is significant in 
the formulation of a District Program and Plan of Work. 


Establishment of a land use capability classification of the 
Conservation Survey interprets physical cmditions quantitatively 
and social conditions qualitatively. The eight classes of land 
delineated are based on topography, character of the soil, land 
use, and to lesser extent on degree of soil erosion and depletion4, 
However, local cimatic, hydrologic, and other physical features 
are considered. Knowledge of land use capability provides informa- 
tion for treatment on the land and for workable estimates of its 
potentialities. Such an understanding, moreover, can be extended 
to actual application. Then, too, a sound foundation is provided 
for estimating the total amount of work in the District necessary 
to reach desirable goals. 


Future of District Program 


From a land utilization, or geographic approach, the present 
and future value of the District program may be determined by its 
attainment of better adjustment to the land, which would mean 
more profitable production from our agricultural base. High yields 
are not enough, rather considering historic and geographic factors, 
there must be enphasis placed on maximum and sustained production 
actually to benefit our people, protecting posterity. The goal of 
high yields in perpetuity is being approached in the Southwestern 
portion of the United States and surveys of typical farms in the 
nation actually show increased production. 


In conclusion, a finer adjustment to the environment is being 
made by scientific planning, execution, and maintenance of 
conservation practices sponsored by the Districts and their 
cooperating agencies. Ultimately, with refinement of various 
techniques, strengthening of programs, integration of activities, 
fuller cooperation by farmers and others, further utilization of 
water resources, amelioration of conditions leading to soil 
depletion, and with other wholesome improvements there will be 
fruition of the scientifically-planned District Programs 
leading to happier communities, prosperous farms, and adequate 
provisions for human well being. 


4. Winslow, D.C., "Application of Land Use Capability Data By A 
Soil Conservation District on Two New Mexico Farms," 


Southwestem Social Science Quarterly, March, 1947, p. 385. 
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GEOGRAPHIC FILMS AT THE AAG-ASPG MEETINGS, MADISON, 1948 
Lloyd D. Black 
American University 


The showing of "Geographic" films at the annual meetings prove 
to be a successful innovation. The purpose of the film showing was 
to bring to the attention of geographers some of the outstanding 
lémm. films with high geographic content and good photography. 
Twenty-six motion picture films varying widely in subject and are 
and made by governmental, industrial, commercial and educational 
film sponsors, were shown continuously from 8 A.M. to 6 P.M., 
Tuesday, December 28. Twenty-five of the films were repeated, in 
the same sequence, the next day. A special entertainment film, 
"The Secret Land," was shown at 7:15 and 9:15 Monday evening, 
December 27 and again, by popular demand, at 6:00 P.M., Tuesday, 
December 28. 


The film showing was authorized by the P,ogram Committee on 
November 18, 1948. The film program was organized and arranged 
by Lloyd Black, with the assistance of Delbert K. Botts. Many 
persons aided in its development. Eight films were supplied by 
the University of Wisconsin Bureau of Visual Instruction, which 
also provided operators, two projectors and other equipment at 
the expense of the Department of Geography. The rest of the films 
were lent free of charge (except for transportation charges in 
some cases) by various domestic and foreign government agencies, 
industrial concerns, film companies, universities and private 
persons. 


Mimeographed schedules containing bibliographic citations 
and brief abstracts of film content were distributed at Madison. 
Film commentary sheets were handed to people as they entered or 
left the room where the movies were shown. Of over 400 persons 
who registered at the meetings probably 200 saw one or more films, 
excluding "The Secret Land." The audience reaction, tabulated ani 
discussed below, is based upon the 54 commentary sheets which 
were turned in. Response to the statement, "I am in favor of 
showing 'geographic' films at the meetings," was 52 yes, none no, 
and 2 no vote. 


The second question called for comments m the film program. 
Selected comments are quoted below. Seven out of 54 made no co 
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"An excellent addition to the annual meetings." 

"Scope of the program to be commended." 

"One of the best features of the meetings." 

"Should be a continuing feature of the annual meetings." 

"Am in favor of having discussion of films following 
presentation." 

"An excellent idea. I suggest that in the future the 
titles and schedules of the films be show in the 
printed program along with the papers." 

"I think it is good for filling in profitable 'between- 
times.'" 

"I am personally very much interested in developing the 
correlated use of films and textbooks ..." 

"The program was excellently organized and managed. 

The film selection was good." 

"Duplicate showings were helpful ..." 

",.. the showing of the films gave many of us a chance 
to preview unknown films for future use ..." 

"... possibly films of primary interest to youngsters 
could be dropped from an AAG meeting." 

"My personal attendance at the showings was governed 
by the belief that I obtained more benefit from . 
the lecture program whereas attendance at the 
film program might wait until some other time." 

"Some of the films put out by commercial companies 
were prejudiced in their favor ..." 

"There are films made by geographers for their ow 
amusement that these geographers might well present." 

",.e.- in favor of continuous showing. Unfortunate films 
were not shown later in the evening. Conflict with 
papers too much." 


In answer to the third question, regarding the geographic content 
of the films shown, the following selected comments are presented; 
17 persons made no comment. 


"Most of them had considerable geographic content. 
Some had very little." 

"Very good on the few that I saw." 

"Perhaps better films on meteorology less oriented 
toward flying, but of general interest could be used." 

"Varies greatly. Some are excellent." 

"All contained geographically related material but few 
were purely geographic." 

"... considerable geographic content in all the films 
I reviewed, but I do not deplore the use of humor 
or, ‘human interest' in the films any more than I 
deplore it in books ..." 

"... the commercial aid industrial films lack the 
geographic content of the government~sponsored 
films. Those edited by geographers stood out 
above the rest." 
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The fourth question requested camments on the suitability of 
the films for classroom use, which are not noted here. 


The fifth question invited persons to rate the films seen on 
a combined basis of geographic content, photographic excellence, 
and suitability for classroom use. The film titles, with various 
statistics, are arranged below in order of popularity, the film 
receiving the highest average rating being first: 


"Generally extellent, though a few of questionable 
accuracy." 

"Of the films that I saw the geographic content was 
superior and in many cases far more applicable 
than that listened to in many of the 'papers.'" 

"Geographic content high and of good quality. I selected 
certain films to see and all were up to expectations 
to me as a geographer." 

"Many of the films I saw lacked complete geographic 
treatment, but are greatly improved over those of 
past years." 

"The average film was weak." 

"Geographic quality in films put out by oil and other 
similar commercial companies was sacrificed at times 
to offer material that favored the company concerned." 


Average No. of Estimated 


Film Title Rating Ratings 

Latitude and Longitude 91 8 30 
Exercise Musk-Ox 89 8 30 
The Impossible Map 88 4 26 
Grad. Field Training in Geography 88 16 47 
Geological Work of Ice 87 8 _— 
Air Masses and Fronts 86 7 50 
The River 85 12 3h 
Farmer-Fishermen 84, 10 75 
Steel - Man's Servant 83 25 Lh 
Desert Venture 83 22 42 
Global Concept in Maps 82 5 19 
Flying the Weather Map 80 13 42 
Sulphur 80 3 48 
Tropical Mountain Land 7 13 40 
La Champagne 76 4 51 
A New Map for Canada 76 3 33 
Maps We Live By 76 5 34 
Time and Terrain 75 3 20 
Nomads of the Jungle 75 8 26 
Photo Canada 75 7 30 
Topographic Mapping by 

Photogrammetric Methods 72 5 20 
The Great Canadian Shield 68 5 12 
The Falkland Islands 66 3 50 
The Colorado River 66 5 423 
Expanding World Relationships 63 8 B 
For Years to Come 53 4 hb 
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The rating of the above films is not conclusive due to the 
relatively small attendance, the small percentage of ratings 
in relation to the number of viewers, and to the combined basis 
of rating. However, the results indicate the juigment of 
professional geographers. The results are rather surprising 
to the writer in that films produced by or with the assistance 


of professional geographers received such a wide range of rankings: 


4, 8, 11, 19, 24 and 25. An obvious propaganda film such as 10, 
while excellent in many respects, ranked higher than many 
"professional" films. "Expanding World Relationships," made 
by & prominent geographer, was accorded an excellent review 
in Film Forum Review (Vol. 3, No. 1, Spring, 1948, pp. 29-31), 
yet it ranked twenty-fifth. The film which ranked first, done 
with the assistance of the Royal Geographical Society, won an 
award at Brussels in 1947 as the best educational film of the 
year. The three highest-ranked films were made by Canadian or 
English producers. Verbal comments made at Madison regarding 
films 8, 14 and 19 would heave led one to expect them to rank 
much higher. The two aerology films, which ranked sixth and 
twelfth, changed the opinion of one geographer who had written 
in November 1948 that, "... I am certain that films have a 
place in geographic education, but Ihave yet to be shown that 
suitable films are available." 


This exploratory venture in showing films at Madison has 
demonstrated a keen interest in geographic films on the part 
of geographers on the basis of observed reactions at Madison, 
comments made to and letters received by the writer. It is 
strongly recommended that film programs be arranged for 
subsequent AAG meetings. It is suggested that early authoriza- 
tion for the program be made so that thorough screening and 
careful planning may be accomplished well in advance. It is 
suggested that separate sessions of films on physical geography, 
maps, economic geography, or regional geography be arranged and 
that provision be made for discussion of the -films. If the 
success attained from the six weeks cof hard work required 
for the Madison film project be any measure, then even more 
spectacular and comprehensive results may be expected in the 
future. 
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MAPPING THE WORLD'S OCEAN TRADE: A RESEARCH PROPOSAL 
Edward L. Ullman 
Harvard University 


The Problema 


To devise some method of mapping accurately the flow of ocean 
trade in order to provide: (1) an indicator of economic circula- 
tion on the earth, and (2) a useful tool for "taking the pulse" 
of world trade and movement. 


Previous Solutions 


The desire for such information is indicated by maps in most 
atlases purporting to show the flow of ocean trade by lines with 
widths proportionate to the volume of trade on the route. In 
general terms such maps give some idea of the ifportance of the 
routes, but I have yet to discover whether they are based on 
quantitative data. I suspect that they represent an informed 
guess based on general conditions of about 1914 with Panama 
Canal traffic added. Even if they were based on quantitative 
data, they do not represent conditions of today, which admittedly 
change rapidly. 


On the basis of exhaustive analysis of available statistics 
on ocean trade it wuld be possible to improve the map. Even 
this procedure, however, would be unsatisfactory because most 
countries do not keep adequate origin and destination data; 
lumping the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of Canada together, 
for example, is unreal; likewise, mere reporting of foreign 
trade, as in many countries ignores coastwise trade which is 
an important part of the world's economic circulation. Among 
other defects of port and trade statistics, are the reporting 
of only value figures, or use of different types of tons, such 
as harbor tons in South Africa, which are local measures 
difficult to translate into world comparative units. 


Proposed Solution 


An entirely different way of achieving results would be to 
adopt a method somewhat like that shown on the map of B 
Empire Shipping, 1936, which shows the position of all British 
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ships on March 7, 1936. Each dot on the map represents a British 
ship. Relative importance of trade routes can readily be picked 
out. Because the positions were plotted in March, southern 
hemisphere routes are exaggerated. The effects of the movement 
of harvests can be seen as well as the counter effects resulting 
from lack of harvest movements in the north and the freezing of 
such streams as the St. Lawrence. Four vessels of over 10,000 
tons each can even be noted near the Falkland Islands, presumably 
whaling factory ships of Antarctica. 


I¢ such a map could be made for all, or a major part of world 
shipping, a valuable picture wuld result. This should be done 
quarterly, so that seasonal variations would stand out and the 
maps combined for an annual picture. 


Such a project would be a logical research function of the 
United Nations. A quarterly radio or mail report would be called 
for on the same date from all vessels at sea, stating the total 
tons carried, the tonnage of various commodities, together with 
ports of origin and destination, and other simple data such as 
number of passengers and nationality and size of vessel. 


The data called for could be plotted on the map with symbols 
proportionate to quantities. Flow maps for major commodities, 
passengers, and totals would thus result. Replies from only the 
principal maritime powers of the world would be sufficient to 
plot the trade routes for most purposes. From the sample quarterly 


data an index could be devised to enlarge the figures to approximts 
total trade. statistics, just as even smaller samples are used for 
road and rail flows or even elections. (A ten percent error would 
not invalidate these results). 


Uses of the Data 


Some of the uses of the map might be: (1) As a general index 
and picture of changing world trade routes showing the strength 
and character of the ties binding the earth together. Such a 
picture should be most useful for a variety of commercial and 
governmental international trade purposes. (2) As a research 
contribution of first importance to geography and other educa- 
tional subjects. (3) As an aid to rescue, naval, and coast 
guard activities of the world, as well as a possible guide for 
desirable air routes along travelled ship lanes. (The same pro- 
cedure could also be used for air travel for comparison -- a 
simpler problem in terms of volume, but more complex if weather 
interruptions are considered). 


This proposal has been made in order to obtain comments. 
What do you think of it? What refinements in method do you 


suggest? Have I overlooked anything? Particularly important: 
what other practical uses could the data be put to? Mere desire 

for the information hardly seems sufficient justification. If 

the United Nations is not interested, could some method be 

devised for confining it to the United States as a research 

project of the Office of Naval Research or some other organization? 


Editor's Note: This article came as a response 
to the request in the last issue of The Professional 
Geographer for “ideas which members believe worthy 
of presentation". It is purposely not a finished 
article, but it has a challenging idea. 


The map which accompanies it was reproduced from 
a photograph of the large original. It is used here 
without knowing how it will reproduce in lithoprinted 
form. The editor takes the responsibility for the 
possible poor reproduction. 


Mr. Ullman, as he notes, would welcome suggestions 
on the ideas he presents. These should be sent directly 
to him. The Editor hopes that geographers having other 
ideas will submit them for inclusion in future issues 


of The Professional Geographer. 
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FOREIGN RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS 
IN GEOGRAPHY 


Earl B. Shaw 


In September, 1948, a committee was formed under the auspices of 
the National Research Council to encourage interest in locating 
foreign research opportunities for graduate stuwients in geography, 
At the present time, the committee incluies a membership of three, 
George B. Cressey, Samuel Van Valkenburg, and Earl B. Shaw, 
chairman. The committee received valuable suggestions from 
Stephen B. Jones, National Research Council Vice-Chairman of 
the Division of Geology and Geography. The committee believes 
that all geographers can broaden their backgrounds and increase 
their usefulness to the profession and to the nation by actual 
contact with foreign lands, foreign peoples, and foreign problems, 


In October, 1948, a form letter was sent to members of the 
Agsociation of American Geographers. This letter described the 
aims of the committee and requested suggestions for increasing 
its usefulness. About fifty replies were received, all suggesting 
sources where funds or opportunities for foreign research might 
be available. These sources have been listed and classified and 
more sources added by consultation with various published referencd 


The committee then addressed itself to the problem of the 
graduate student who wishes to apply to one of the sources of 
funds. In the case of foundations the problem is relatively 
easy, since public amnouncements calling for applications are 
often made, and in any case the directors of foundations expect 
to receive requests. The main point is to prepare an application 
carefully and convincingly and to appeal to the foundations most 
likely to be interested in a given region or type ¢ research. 

In the case of business firms, the approach is more difficult. ' 
The committee drafted several form letters which were sent to 
experienced geographers for criticism. Lyttle unfavorable comment 
was given on the actual letters, but critics pointed out the 
limitations of the letter approach. All agreed that a personal 
approach is better, and if a letter must be used, a request for 
an interview may well be included. Dr. Joseph A. Russell of the 
University of Illinois amd Dr. Eugene Van Cleef of Ohio State 
University gave extremely good advice on the problems of the 
committee aid their letters are included below: 


2h 


Letter of Dr. Joseph A. Ryssell 


If I were trying to raise funds from business and industry to 
support my research, I think I would approach each concern 
individually through two rather distinct steps: 


(1) Write a letter to a responsible official of the organiza- 
tion (preferably the president because then you are sure of at 
least an answer). Define rather specifically the phases of 
commercial activity in which geography either has been used by 
business or phases in which geographers feel with assurance 
they can contribute to an understanding of business problems. 
(I will elaborate this point below). I would ask if the concern 
addressed has any current problem which would fall within the 
scope of the geographic analyses mentioned and that if they had 
such a problem, would they be inclined to familiarize you with 
some of the details of such problems. It should be made quite 
clear that there is no financial obligation involved for this 
courtesy. 


(2) If the concem will go to the trouble of pointing out 
one or two problems to you, it then becomes your responsibility 
to develop a plan demonstrating the geographer's approach toward 
the clarification of some of the issues underlying the solution 
of this problem. This will require facts from the interested 
company and the demonstrated application of how geographic 
techniques can utilize those facts plus all the other materials 
which a geographer would normally require toward the solution of 
the problem. It will require a lot of time and thought on some- 
body's part to work up these plans, but industry will not buy a 
"pig in a poke", and I believe that this step ie essential in 
this preliminary stage of your approach. As your ealize, modern 
geography is as unknown as the "dodo" to the vast majority of 
businessmen, who, although without recognizing it, are actually 
applied geographers. Most of them had their last course in 
geography in the seventh grade, if they happen to have been 
in @ very progressive system which carried geography that far. 
They require "education" before they will pay, and, if they are 
worth their salt, it will require a sample of what we know we 
can do m a specific problem of interest to them. I would also 
strongly recommend that you request an interview with each 
concern to defend the project plan which you present. 


To elaborate a little bit on some of the aspects of industry 
and business to which geography can contribute, I would suggest 


that there are two primary facets which can be approached through 


geographic analysis: 
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(1) The Location of Manufacturing Processes. If geography is a 
study of significance of differences which exist from place to 
place, then the study of industrial location and selection of 
places for branch plants either overseas or within this country 
should offer us opportunities. The manufacturing process is a 
constant battle against costs; the cost of accumulating all the 
materials at a place; the costs incident to manufacturing those 
materials into a product at a place; and the cost of distribution 
of those products from that place to other places. These costs 
(with their ramifications) are intrinsic to industry. The total 
cost then of the industrial process is made up of a great variety 
of costs, many of which have areal variability. Each of the costs 
of industry can be made less by knowing the quantitative distri- 
bution of that cost. It seems to me that it is a function of 
geography to describe areally a synthesized geography of cost 
variables to demonstrate places of locational desirability. 

Such a study should be made dynamic by showing the distribution 
of trends of the various cost components. 


(2) The Location of Marketing Opportunities. This involves 


the location of sales outlets as a function of urban and 
marketing geography, but it also involves the setting up of 
areas of strength and weakness on the acceptability of brands, 
and on the absorption capacity of areas for broad types of 
products (shoes, typewriters, automobiles, sealing wax). 

In short geographic analysis of variability in sales distribution 
may lead to certain principles involving the physical and 
cultural facts underlying such sales variables which could 
lead to remedial action on the part of the concern involved. 
It could also lead, by applying the principles of analagous 
areas, to regions where sales opportunities are being missed. 
I am finding that this type of study is particularly fruitful 
not only as pure geography but as a method of financing pure 
geography. 


These two fields of plant location and marketing geography 
are among the things geographers can dofor business and industry. 
There are many others, but I have concentrated on these. I have 
also concentrated in the domestic area, but the same procedures 
are applicable to foreign areas. 


Letter of Dr. Eugene Van Cleef 


An appeal for funds in quantities as large as those which 
would be involved in a travel fellowship must be personalized. 
A letter will not get anywhere unless the writer happens to know 
the influential person in an establishment as a friend or at 
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least as a close acquaintance. In the personal conference the 
first argument must be in terms of returns to the company. 

In what way can the applicant serve the firm most effectively? 

How long a period is inwlved? What would be the cost, probably 
based on travel expenses and a stipend? Details of the argument 
would naturally differ as between an oil prceject, a foreign 

bond issue, an agricultural land use activity, a market survey 

etc. A conference at which the preceding questions are discussed 
may be followed by a letter to put into concrete form the proposals 
agreed upon or suggested at the first meeting. Follow-up will 
depend upon subsequent events. 


One of the difficulties in stwient participation in research 
work for a business firm is the lack of knowledge which a student 
would possess relative to the firm's policies as well as to the 
mode of operation. This information would have to be secured by 
working in the plant a while. The applicant probably will have F 
little or no business experience. The situation is different 
from exploration for oil, where, whatever the findings may be, 
the explorer is not concerned especially with business operations. { 
Of course, there may be such investigations as land use for firms , 
like the United Fruit Company in Central America; even in these 
cases the student would need a background rich in understanding 
of soils, botany, and ecology. I can think of a task involving 
the collection of general economic-geographic data for an 
investment bank or a similar organization interested in buying 
foreign bonds, in which case the student might not have to 
possess much information beyond the geographic realm. 


What I shall say next, I do not like to say because it will 
sound like a reflection upon many worthy young men; but a 
scientist must face facts. The war provided a golden opportunity 
for many young people to see the world, or parts of it at 
Uncle Sam's expense. Most of the young men who did travel 
during the war would never have seen what they saw had they 
depended upon their ow initiative and ingenuity. Fyrthermore, 
much of the work they did for-the government was costly, far 
beyond what any corporation could afford to support. There is 
grave danger of our confusing the work done by geographers 
during the war and the feasibility of their undertaking practical 
projects for business; in short there is a wide gap between what 
geographers did during the war and what they might do for business. 


Dr. Edward L, Ullman of Harvard University, in a personal 
conference, suggested that in business problems the work of the 
geographer could be most valuable when applied to the overall 
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picture of location, manufacturing costs etc. He made another 
worthwhile observation. One of his students recently began a 
research problem suggested by Dr. Ullman, the solving of which 
could be of much value to a business firm located in a nearby 
city. Upon mentioning the research, already well started, to 
a representative of the firm, Dr. Ullman was asked how much 
money would be needed to carry it to a successful conclusion. 
The amount was determined -— money was needed for foreign as 
well as for local expenses -- and the entire sum was advanced 
immediately. This instance shows the value of getting started 
on the research before making an approach to a business firm. 
With this start, the student and his adviser have something 
definite to sell, a valuable argument for research aid, whether 
it involves travel in the United States or in foreign lands. 


Future work om the committee on Foreign Research Opportunities 
for Graduate Students in Geography involves the publication of 
names of organizations where funds may be available to graduate 
students. This pamphlet will be distributed to interested 
individuals ami to geography departments in the various colleges 
and universities throughout the United States. The work in pre- 
paring the list for publication is time consuming but relatively 
simple. The major task is the evaluation of proper methods of 
approach in obtaining funds from each of the most attractive 
sources. 


The committee wishes to thank those who already have sent 
references for possible sources of funds; and we will welcome 
more suggestions as to other available sources. Special’ thanks 
are due Dr. Russell, Dr. Van Cleef, and Dr. Ullman for their 
ideas on the proper approach for financial support. We will 
welcome other constructive ideas. Individuals, colleges, or 
universities who would like to be m™m the mailing list for the 
final report, which it is hoped will be published late this 
year, should send their names to Dr. Earl B. Shaw, State Teachers 
College, Worcester, Massachusetts. 


The Conference Board of the Association of 
Research Councils Committee on International 
Exchange of Persons announce opportunities for 
advanced research in geography, under the Fulbright 
Program in the following countries: Burma and New 
Zealand, the United Kingdom, the Philippine Islands, 
France and Italy, Belgium and Luxembourg. Application 
should be made to the above Conmittee at 2101 
Constitution Avenue, Washington 25, D.C. Applications 
should have been mailed by midnight of April 30, but 
any mailed after this date will be reviewed for 
opportunities not yet filled. 
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MEMBERSHIP IN THE AAG 


The chairman of the Membership Committee of the 
AAG, EDWARD J. PROPHET, Department of Geology and 
Geography, Michigan State College, East Lansing, 
Michigan, has prepared an attractive announcement 
concerning membership in the AAG. It includes an 
application form which when filled out is passed 
upon by the secretary or the Credentials Committee. 
Geographers are urged to obtain copies of these 
announcements for persons they feel qualified for 
membership or association or to submit names of 
such persons to Mr. Prophet. 


AAG PLACEMENT COMMITTEE 


The Placement Committee of the AAG is continuing 
its appreciated function of acting as a point of 
contact between employers and potential employees. 
They have circularized the membership of the AAG 
with new data cards and a statement of their 
activities. Geographers who did not obtain their 
cards may contact JAMES BROMMELL, Chairman, AAG 
Placement Committee, 3428 Fairhill Drive, S.E., 
Washington 20, D.C. Have you returned yours? 
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GEOGRAPHIG CENTERS 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT LOS ANGELES 


JOSEPH E. SPENCER returned from the Philippine Islands in time 
to teach the second semester. 


The UCLA Geographic Society has made a series of field trips 
during the year. At Christmas vacation a four-day trip was made 
to Death Valley with Dr. THOMAS as sponsor. The longest journey 
of the year was made into Mexico between semesters. Dr. LOGAN 
and twenty-five students took ten days for a thousand-mile trip 
to Baja California. Two trucks were used and the southernmost 
part of the route was over primitive roads and trails. 


CLARK UNIVERSITY, GRADUATE SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY 


A course in Oceonography, arranged especially for the needs of 
geography students, is being taught by JOHN AYERS and HARRY TURNER, 
of the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute. I¢ is planned to continue 
this course as a regular offering. Advanced Cartography, under 
ERWIN RAISZ of Harvard University, was begun last year and has 
become a regular feature of the school's program. 


SIDMAN POOLE, Director of the Virginia Geographical Institute, 
gave a series of lectures on Military Geography during the week 
of January 31 to February 5. WILLIAM H. HOBBS, a second visitor, 
lectured February 16 on Pleistocene Glaciers of North America: 

A Picture Based on Existing Ones. 


GEORGE WASHINGTCN UNIVERSITY 


A group of students, under the direction of WILLIAM F. JEWELL, 
are planning a recreation area on a four=-acre undeveloped tract 
in Burgess Park. They are preparing a contour map of the site and 
will determine where land shall be filled and plan the location 
of a bridge, wading pool, ball diamond, parking lot and play area 
for small children. 
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THE ISAIAH BOWMAN SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY, JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 


DOUGLAS H. K. LEE returned from Aystralia in November to take 
up a permanent post at the Isaiah Bowman School of Geography. 
He holds a joint appointment in this school and the School of 
Hygiene and Public Health, and will combine the climatological 
and medical approach in geography. He offers graduate training 
in physiological climatology, and he is carrying out a research 
program for the Environmental Protection Section of the Office 
of the Quartermaster General. 


ROBERT L. PENDLETON has recently completed field studies in 
the Belgian Cogo and other tropical regions of Africa under a 
research fellowship from the Belgian Government. In the Congo 
he attended several soil, and tropical agricultural conferences 
and participated in their program. He returned to this School 
in March, having travelled widely in all the principal humid 
tropical regions of the earth. A paper entitled "Soil Survey 
and Classification in the Pacific" was read at the meeting of 
the Seventh Pacific Science Congress, in his absence. 


C. WARREN THORNTHWAITE is continuing his research in micro- 
climatology at the Johns Hopkins University Laboratory of 
Climatology. The results of the work are being published 
currently in the form of reports; numbers 1] and 2 have already 
been published. Graduate students in climatology and related 
subjects will again spend the summer at the Laboratory, working 
under Professor THORNTHWAITE's direction. 


LLOYD BROWN, Librarian of the Peabody Lybrary and author of 
"History of Cartography", will give a full year course next 
year on the history and methodology of cartography. 


The school continues to adhere to its program of few students 
and much individual work. There are six graduate students in 
residence this year. One will complete work for his Ph.D. degree 
this spring. About ten graduate students are expected for the 
coming year. 


RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 


The inauguration of the new Department of Geography, which will 
be officially established on July 1, took place on April 6. 
ISAIAH BOWMAN, JOHN ROSE, representing the Washington geographers, 
CHARLES HITCHCOCK, representing the AAG and the AGS all spoke. 


The personnel of the new Department will consist of FRANK L. 
KELLER in Latin American geography, WILLIAM L. THOMAS, JR., in 
cartography, field work and eventually the Far East, and 
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ANDREW H. CLARK, Chairman. Another man, specializing on European 
geography will probably be added in the near future. Mr. THOMAS 
will be on leave of absence during the next two years to finish 
his doctoral work. 


The Department expects to have about ten majors next year, but 
the work of the Department will probably center around general 
service courses and research. 


STANFORD UNIVERSITY 


Stanford has three full-time instructors and one part-time 
instructor offering geography to thirty-five majors and over 
three hundred nm-majors. C. L. WHITE returned to the campus 
after a year's absence spent at San Marcos University in Peru. 
While in Latin America he travelled very widely both in private 
and official capacities. He is again offering his courses in 
Human Geography and Geography of Middle and Latin America. 

At the moment he is busily engaged in the preparation of a 
textbook in economic geography with Drs. RENNER, DURAND and 
Mr. GIBSON, Dr. WHITE will teach during the summer at the 
University of Oregon's Extension Campus in Portland. 


J. L. TAYLOR, who will return to Clark to complete his Ph.D. 
degree in the fall, specializes in the Far East and Pacific 
Areas. Mr. TAYLOR will teach at the University of Pittsburgh 
during the summer session. PAUL F. GRIFFEN, formerly of the 
University of Pittsburgh and Columbia University staffs, has 
been added to the staff and is offering work in economic and 
physical geography. Mr. GRIFFIN will be on the local campus for 
the summer session. WELDON B. GIBSON divides his time between 
the Stanford Research Institute and the Geography Department. 


WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 


The Department cmsists of two full-time members: LEWIS F. 
THOMAS and ROBERT M. CRISLER. Due to the illness of Dr. THOMAS 
this winter, two part-time faculty members, ADELE CRONINGER and 
JACK HUNSTEIN have been added. 


YIN T'ANG CHANG of the University of Missouri Department of 
Geography gave two lectures at Washington University on March 14. 


The summer school faculty will consist of LEWIS F. THOMAS, 
ROBERT M. CRISLER, HUGH JOHNSON, and HAROLD J. WIENS of the 
Yale University faculty. 
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WAYNE UNIVERSITY 


After more than twenty years as a cambined Geology and Geography 
Department, these two fields have been divided and are two separate 
departments. There are five members of the Geography Department, as 
follows: BERT HUDGINS, F. A. STILGENBAUER, ROBERT GOODMAN, ANDREW 
PEREJDA and ALICE CAMERER. The new Department is housed in a 
temporary building giwen over entirely to geography and which 
includes a large cartographic laboratory. Enrollment in the 
Department exceeds five hundred with about forty majors. 

A master's degree is offered. 


Reconnaissance Field Trip. A group of thirteen in the Geography 
Department traveled a grand total of 55,487 miles during the inter- 
semester period. Under the guidance of professors CAMERER and 
GOODMAN, eleven students spent two weeks in the field. Departure 
was made at 9:00 P.M. Tuesday, January 25, and the group returned 
to campus by 5:00 P.M. on February 8. Itinerary of the southward 
trip included Cincinnati, the Blue Grass Region, Cymberland Plateau, 
Cumberland Mountains, Cymberland Gap, Norris Lan on the Tennessee 
River, the Great Smokies, a cross-section of the Piedmont plateau, 
and a traverse of the coastal plain. Four days and one night were 
spent driving to the Miami area. The group was given a house in 
Fort Lauderdale for headquarters during its stay in the Miami area. 
Side trips were made to Key West and Havana, Cuba, the latter by 
plane. Several professors of the National University of Cuba met 
the group at the airport at Havana and displayed a hospitality 
hard to match. Professors and students of the university acted as 
guides to the many fascinating parts of Havana. 


The itinerary of the return trip included crossing the Everglades, 
visiting Tampa and St. Petersburg, Central Florida and Georgia, ; 
Atlanta, Chattanooga, Nashville, Louisville, and Indianapolis. 


The group slept out-of-doors in army sleeping bags, save for two 
nights and the period spent in the Miami area. As a conseauence, 
total housing costs per student, for two weeks, amounted to only 
$2.10. Nearly all members of the group completed the trip on a 
total cost of less than $75.00. Those who went to Cuba averaged 
about $90.00. Total transportation cost per student was held to 
$25.00. Owners of automobiles involved paid no transportation fee. 
Average gasoline mileage throughout the trip - 18 miles per gallon. 


UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 


This Department now has enrolled for work on advanced degrees 
approximately fifty graduate students. They have about thirty 
majors in geography that are undergraduates. 


= 
pean 
MAS 
ish 
but 
al 
e 
Ue 
q 

i 
‘or 
| 
Ss 
: 
4 
Uy. 


33 


During the past semester JOHN W. AIEXANDER has been offering a 
new course, "The Geography of Transportation". In addition, 
JOHN R. BORCHERT has been offering the "Geography of the USSR". 


The Department sponsored a lecture program in con junction 
with the University's Committee on Lectures and Convocations. 
On February 23 GLENN T. TREWARTHA spoke on "The Outlook for 
Japan"; March 8 MALCOLM PROUDFOOT gave a talk on "Europe's 
Displaced Persons: A Problem in International Relations} 
March 23 JAN O. M. BROEK spoke on "Men and Resources in 
Indonesia", and m April 6 KIRK H. STONE spoke on "Shall We 
Colonize Alaska?" 


On May 16, 17 and 18 R. J. RUSSELL of Louisiana State University 
gave a series of six lectures and discussions. These were primarily 
for the staff and members of the Department and were an expansion 
of the topic of his AAG presidential address "Geographic Geomorpho 


On March 12 ROBERT S. PLATT of the University of Chicago 
discussed with the Department the philosophy and field work 
related to his paper on Tierra del Fyego, given at the Christmas 
meetings. 


The program for the coming summer session is now complete. 
A. C. GERLACH will be Chairman during the summer session. He 
will be assisted by A. H. ROBINSON, K. H. STONE, E. C. WILCOX 
and J. H. BORCHERT. 


The Department's Map Library now includes about 50,000 maps. 
The Air Photo Library now includes approximately 4,000 prints. 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA 


The Geographic Department of Encyclopaedia Britannica now consists 
of G. DONALD HUDSCN, Professor of G,ography at Northwestern University, 
as Geographical Editor; CLARENCE B. ODELL, Chief of the Cartographic 
Department; MYLDRED CONSTANTINE who is responsible for statistical 
and similar geographical materidls; CHARLOTTE BURTIS, whe is 
responsible for map compilation and checking; CLARE O'GORMAN, 
Compilation Analyst who is responsible for the production of 
finished drawings from statistical and map sources, and WILLIAM 
KARPA, who is responsible for the completion of black-and-white 
and other color compilation drawings. The Secretary of the 
Department is BETTY ANDERSON, 


The Cartographic Department is continuing to produce black-and- 
white maps for Britannica publications, and to emphasize revisions 
and improvements in the Encyclopaedia Britannica World Atlas. Since 
1946, all Britannica owned maps and statistical and other geographical 
materials in the Atlas have been produced and edited by the 
Cartographic Department. 
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SUMMER INSTITUTES 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT LOS ANGELES 


An eight-week summer field course in geography will be given 
by UCLA from June 20 to August 13. One week of the course will 
be given on the campus, followed by six weeks at the field camp 
in Ventura County (60 miles NW of Los Angeles) and a final week 
on campus for preparation of individual reports. Studies will 
include physical and economic geography of both rural and urban 
areas. RICHARD F. LOGAN will be in charge of the camp. 


Other summer session courses will be given on the campus 
during the same period. There will be fifteen courses in Physical 
Geography, Economic Geography, Political Geography, Cultural 
Geography, Map Reading, South America, Eastern Asia, Seminar 
on Latin America, Problems in Geography, and Research in 
Geography. Drs. BRUMAN, GLENDINNING, KOSTANICK, LOGAN, MacFADDEN, 
SPENCER and THOMAS will be present for the session. 


EASTERN NEv’ MEXICO UNIVERSITY 


This University has announced a Workshop in the Wise Use and 
Conservation of New Mexico's Natural Resources to be held from 
June 13 to August 5, 1949. It will be under the direction of 
JAMES E. ROWAN, Chairman of the Geography Department, and curator 
of the Roosevelt County Museum. A copy of the announcement, giving 
the staff of visiting lecturers and the detailed program may be 
obtained from JAMES E. ROWAN, Eastemm New Mexico University, 
Portales, New Mexico. 


UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 


The University has announced tw summer sessions, one of 
eight weeks and one of six weeks. Mr. HAMMOND and Mr. HEWES 
will be teaching and Mr. A. W. KUCHLER of Rochester will be 
a visiting professor for these sessions. 


NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 


The annual Northwesterm-Syracuse graduate field course will 
be held at Lannon Fields Farm, Lannon, Wisconsin, August 15 to 
September 17. Graduate students are registering for the course 
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through both institutions. Professors POWERS and ESPENSHADE are 
representing Northwestern, and Professors KLINE and VAN RIPER 
are representing Syracuse. 


UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 


During the summer the University will, for the first time, 
offer a geology field course. The field work will be in Western 
Oregon for three weeks, and three weeks in Eastern Oregon. 

I; is hoped that in the following summer field work in geography 
can be added. 


The Geography staff now consists of Assistant Professor ERICKSH, 
Assistant Professor JAMES STOVALL and Professor SAMUEL N. DICKEN, 


OREGON STATE COLLEGE 


An Institute of Northwest Resources will be held on the campus 
at Corvallis, Oregon, from July 18-29. The object of the Institute 
is to promote better understanding of the Northwest, through 
accurate knowledge of resources, their proper distribution, 
utilization and prospects for develorment. The staff has been 
selected to present current, authoritative analysis of each 
major resource and to provide insight into regional problems 
based on resource patterns. The Institute welcomes enrollment 
from teachers at all levels, school superintendents and principals, 
business and professional workers cmcerned with Northwest Resources, 
The Institute will be limited to seventy-five students. It has been 
organized anc directed by J. GRANVILLE JENSEN. A copy of the 
announcement may be obtained fran him. 


KENT STATE UNIVERSITY 


A summer field course will be conducted by REVEL FROST of 
Oberlin College. It carries six hours of upper division or 
graduate credit in geography at Kent State or at Oberlin, and 
the tour is to be made through the heart of the southern states, 
June 20 to July 25. 
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ACTIVITIES OF AMERICAN 
GEOGRAPHERS 


BURTON W. ADKINSON served as chairman of the Federal Map 
Exhibit and secretary of the United States Committee on 
Cartography at the Intemational Geographic Union. After the 
meetings he visited important cartographic and geographic 
centers in Paris and London before returning to the Library 
of Congress on April 29. 


WALLACE W. ATWOOD JR., will replace GEORGE B. CRESSEY, as 
chairman of the United States committee on the International 
Geographic Union, which is a standing committee of the 
National Research Council. 


PERRY L. BAILEY of Michigan State College is spending the 
Spring Term at Ohio State University completing residence 
requirements for his Ph.D. work at that institution. 


CHARLES H. BEHRE has recently spent some time in Mexico 
on a research project, having been on sabbatical leave from 
Columbia University. He is now in Rangoon on a Burmese 
Government mission ami om his retum will again visit Mexico 
to continue his research work until he commences teaching 
again in the fall of 1949. 


The volume, Historical Geography of the United States, by 
RALPH H. BROWN, has been awarded the William S. Monroe Merit 
Award by the Geographic Society of Chicago. I¢ was judged to 
be the most outstanding work in geography published during 
the year. 


J. HERBERT BURGY has had his translation of Rohmeder's 


Argentinien, eine sageskundliehe Einfuhrung (Argentina: 
A Geographic Analysis) accepted by a publisher and expects that 
the monograph will appear in the not too distant future. 


MEREDITH F. BURRILL, Director of the Division of Geography 
of the Department of the Interior and Executive Secretary of 
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names, attended the International 
Geographical Congress held 4n Lisbon, Portugal, from April 8 to 
15, as a delegate from the Department of the Interior, the Board 
on Geographic Names, and the AAG. Before and after the meetings 
Dr. BURRILL went on field trips in Central and Southern Portugal 
conducted by Portuguese members of the Congress. 
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ROBERT L. CARMIN reported back for duty at Michigan State College 
on March 30 after spending nine months in Brazil doing the field 
work on his Ph.D. dealing with land utilization and urban geography, 


ARTHUR CARTHEW, chairman of the Geography Department, Los Angeles 
City College, is to be Ranger-Naturalist in Lassen Volcanic Nationa] 
Park this summer. 


HAYSEL C. CORDER has been serving as map curator for the Winter 
and Spring quarters at Ohio State University. 


JOHN WESLEY COULTER has been granted 16 months leave of absence 
from the University of Cincinnati to act as consulting geographer 
for the United Nations. 


GEORGE B. CRESSEY chairman of the Geography Department, Syracuse 
University, attended the XVI International Geographical Congress at 
Lisbon on March 31 in his capacity as one of the Vice-Presidents of 
the International Geographical Union. He is giving a series of 
lectures in England before the Royal Geographical Society, the 
University of London, and the University of Liverpool. He has 
been elected an Honorary Foreign Fellow of the Scottish Royal 
Geographical Society in Edinburgh. During the winter he lectured 
at the College of Wooster, the University of Kentucky, and in 
Pennsylvania. 


LUELLA DAMBAUGH, of the Miami University (Fla.) department of 
Geography, conducted a field course in Cuba during the Christmas 
vacation. 


ROBERT E. DICKINSON will be conducting, during the summer, a 
field research course on European Geography. A number of graduate 
students will accompany him when the party sails on May 31. 

Mr. DICKINSON currently has one volume in the press entitled 
The West European City, and a second volume now nearing completion 


entitled A Geography of Germany . 


SHELDON E. ERICKSEN will be on leave fram the University of 
Oregon for the fall quarter in order to complete his doctorate 
at the University of Chicago. 


FREDERICK W. FOSTER, has resigned his position as Agsistant 
Professor at Michigan State College to accept a position as 
Associate Pypofessor at the University of Illinois. 


JEAN GOTTMANN left the Johns Hopkins University in June 1948 
and is spending this academic year in Europe. In July 1948 he 
established headquarters in Paris, was elected there to a 
research position with the French Centre National de la Recherche 
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Scientifique. From August to October he travelled through Western 
Europe, fran Narvik in the North to Palermo in the South, studying 
post-war changes and trends, particularly in the field of inter- 
national regionalism. Since November 1948, back in Paris he has 
taught at the school of Political Science of the University of 
Paris, lectured at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes (Sorbonne) and 
given a short course at the Institute of International Studies 

of the University of Geneva (Switzerland). He also participated 

at a meeting of the Commission for the Study of Ports in Rotterdam 
(January 1949). He has published several more articles in French 
periodicals on American problems, and has been advancing his 
personal research on general political and economic geography. 


EARL PARKER HANSON has been appointed Professor of Geography 
at the University of Delaware. He is engaged on a research project 
authorized by the Office of Naval Research, on how the white man 
can best live in the tropics. Mr. HANSON is now a consultant on 
the humid tropics to the Committee on Geophysics and Geography 
of the Research and Development Board. Results of the research 
will be presented in various forms, such as maps,handbooks, 
charts and bibliographies. Mr. HANSON is the author of New Worlds 
Emerging, to be published in April. His experience includes field 
work for the Chile Copper Company, Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, National Resources Committee, U.S. Army Engineers, 
and Foreign Economic Administration. He was a cmsultant for the 
Army on the humid tropics and was organizer of training courses 
in jungle survival. He first joined the University of Delaware 
faculty as a visiting lecturer in geography in the Summer Session 
of 1948 and instructed in an Academic Extension Course this fall 
and winter and is now a full-time facultymember. 


RICHARD HARTSHORNE was at the Air University of the U.S. Air 
Forces at Maxwell Field, Alabama between January 26 and February 2. 
He was a member of the Planning Board of the proposed air force 
academy. He drew up a detailed outline for a semester course in 
geography and a semester course in international affairs. 


CHARLES B. HITCHCOCK of the American Geographical Society 
reports on his Venezuelan trip as follows. He spent the month 
of February in central Territorio Amazonas, Venezuela, 
accompanying a field trip organized and run by WILLIAM H. PHELPS JR. 
of Caracas. He visited a previously unexplored sandstone mountain 
area, Serrania Paru, to the east of the middle Ventuari River, 
for the purpose of reconnaissance and regional study and 
construction of a reconnaissance map. 


LESLIE HOLMES, formerly of the Department of Geography and 
Geology at Illinois State Normal University, is the new president 
of Northern Illinois State Teachers College, Dekalb. 
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GEORGE B. HUBBARD is at present engaged in revising his book 
Geography of Europe. During the summer he plans to map the surface 
geological and the geographic human occupance of an area in 
South Dakota. 


BERT HUDGINS of Wayne University is the author of a recently 
published Michigan, Geographic Backgrounds in 


The Development of the Commonwealth. He is engaged in research 
on on Michigan ghost towns. 


PRESTON E. JAMES of the department of Geography, Syracuse 
University, has recently received an appointment from the 
Department of State to serve as the American representative 
on the Commission on Geography of the Pan-American Institute 
of Geography and History. He has been granted a leave of absence 
for the academic year 1949-50 in order to continue his field 
work in Brazil, where he has been invited by the Conselho 
Nacional de Geografia. 


ROBERT G. LONG will join the staff of the department of 
Geography, the University of Tennessee, in September 1949. 
He is obtaining his Ph.D. in June at Northwestern University. 


RICHARD J. LOUGEE of Clark University is giving a graduate 
course in glacial geology at Harvard University one afternoon 
a week during the current semester. 


SHANNON McCUNE will be teaching at the University of Minnesota 
during the first summer session. He has arranged his schedule at 
Colgate University for the fall semester to enable him to commute 
to New York on Mondays to teach JOHN D. ORCHARD'S courses on Asia 
at Columbia University. 


PAUL C. MORRISON of Michigan State is spending the spring term 
on research in Costa Rica. He is continuing some of the studies 
begun during the winter of 1947-48. His work is in cooperation 
with the Inter-Ameriéan Institute of Agriculture. 


RAYMOND E. MURPHY of Cyark University contributed in absentia 
"Changing Patterns of Agriculture in the Easternmost Caroline 
Islands" to a symposium on "Changing Agricultural Economies" 
for the 7th Pacific Science Congress being held in Auckland 
during February. During the summer of 1949 he will teach at 
the University of Colorado. 


RALPH E. OLSON of the University of Oklahoma will be at 
Clark University for the summer session teaching Elements 
of Geography and Political Geography. 
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LUIS PEREZ PARDO, head of the department of G,ography, University 
of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain, visited the campus of Oklahoma A. 
and M. College, Stillwater, from February 3 to February 9. He 
visited and talked to classes in several schools. The final activity 
was an evening meeting under the joint sponsorship of Block and Bridle 
Club of Animal Husbandry Department, Gamma Theta Upsilon and the 
Department of Geography at which Professor FAKD0O was the chief 
speaker. His address, "The Grazing Industry of Spain" proved most 
interesting as indicated by the discussion period which fo} lowed. 


ANDREW PEREDJA of Wayne University is the recent author of an 
article "Source and Dispersal of Population in Michigan", published 
in the Michigan History Magazine. He is engaged on research on The © 
St. Clair Tough and is the recent author of Isochronic Map of 


Population Distribution in Michigan, published by the Wayne University 
Press. 


ALLEN PHILBRICK will join the department of Geography, Syracuse 
University, as assistant professor next fall. He is coming from 
the University of Chicago and his interests lie in the field of 
cartography and planning. 


RAFAEL PICO has since 1942 been chairman of the Puerto Rico 
Planning, Urbanizing and Zoning Board, applying geographic 
principles to practical problems of public administration. 

He has, for the last three years, also been a member of the 
Caribbean Commission, an intematicnal organization devoted 

to promote the betterment of the territories in the Caribbean. 
He has recently published an article, "Family Farm Policy" in 
the Monthly Bulletin of the Caribbean Commission. 


CHAUNCY L. POLLOCK is travelling in Europe at present and is 
expecting to visit Italy, Switzerland, France, Belgium, Holland, 
Austria, Germany, Denmark, Sweden and Norway. 


EDWARD C. PROPHET of Michigan State will be teaching during 
the summer at Pennsylvania State College. 


MALCOLM J. PROUDFOOT is acting chairman of the Inter-departmental 
Committee of the Metropolitan Chicago Research Center, Northwestern 
University. The committee t@s held an interesting series of lecture- 
discussions. 


ARTHUR H. ROBINSON of the University of Wisconsin has been 
appointed a member of the committee on geography and geophysics 
of the Research and Development Board in the National Military 
Establishment, and is chairman of the committee on Cartography 
in the Centennial Studies Program of the AAG, 
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JOSEPH RUSSELL of the University of Illinois is organizing a 
National Research Council committee for the geographic section 
of the Office of Naval Research. 


GUY-HAROLD SMITH, editor of the Parkins-Whitaker book on 
Conservation, reports that the revised manuscript has been 
delivered to the publishers, John Wiley and Sons, Inc. 


F. A. STILGENBAUER of Wayne University is engaged in 
research in mapping land use in the Detroit Metropolitan 
Area (northeast). He is the recent author and maker of Lobate 
Globoid Air Line Map of the World. 


KIRK H. STONE has completed his monograph entitled "Alaskan 
Group Settlement: The Matanuska Valley Colony". It was submitted 
to the United States Department of Interior, Agriculture 
Committee on Group Settlement in Alaska in January. He is 
a consultant to the Bureau of the Census for work on the 
proposed 1950 ennumeration. 


JOHN H. THOMPSON will join the department of Geography, 
Syracuse University next fall as an assistant professor. 
He comes from the University of Nevada and his interests lie 
in the field of economic geography. 


G. T. TREWARTHA and V. C. FINCH have finished the preparation 
of a new edition of their book Elements of Geography. Publication 
of the new edition is expected in June. Mr. Trewartha will be 
one of the lecturers in the series sponsored this spring by the 
department of Geography, University of Wisconsin and will give 
the annual Phi Beta Kappa lecture in May. He has completed his 
portion of the five man report on the Cultural Science Mission 
to Japan. The report on the status of research in the cultural 
sciences in Japan has been presented to SCAP officials for 
publication. 


EDWARD ULLMAN was on March 1 elected a member of the Wellesley 
Town Planning Board. He is also president of the New England 
Geographical Conference, and chairman of the Program Committee 
of the Association of American Geographers. Mr. ULLMAN is a 
consultant to the Boston Globe for which a new base map and 
several market research overlays of the Boston metropolitan 
area are being prepared for early publication. 


EUGENE VAN CLEEF has recently published an interesting article 
in applied geography, "Maps for Appraisals" in the Appraisal 
Journal, April 1949. 


tion 


ate 


skan 
nitted 


rticle 
L 


SAMUEL VAN VALKENBURG of Cyark University, lectured to a group 
of advanced officers of the Air Corps at Maxwell Field, Alabama, 
on January 18. At the end of March Mr. VAN VALKENBURC left for 
Europe to attend the Lisbon conference. He is lecturing at the 
University of Zurich during the second week in May and will then 
do field work in Europe, returning to Clark “niversity about the 
middle of July. 


STEPHEN S. VISHER of Indiana University has been awarded the 
Distinguished Service Award of the National Council of Geography 
Teachers, for his contributions to the field of geography and 
for outstanding services in the field of educational geography. 
He is already the recipient of the Dqystinguished Alumnus 
Citation from the University of Chicago in 1943, and in 1945 
was elected an Honorary Life Member of the National G,ographic 
Society. 


HENRY J. WARMAN of Clark University is acting as consultant 
to the Quincy, Massachusetts, public schools in the reorganization 
of their geography program. In this reorganization particular 
emphasis is being placed upon geography courses at the secondary 
level. During the summer of 1949 Mr. WARMAN will teach at the 
University of British Columbia. 


HEROLD J. WIENS will be teaching two courses during the 
first part of the summer session at Washington University in 
St. Louis, Missouri. One course is on the geography of China 
and the other is m the culture and civilization of China. 


ROSE ZELLER is acting chairman of the Geography Department 
at Eastern Illinois State College, Charleston. 


THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE ef the AAG consists of 
EDWARD ULLMAN, Harvard University, Chairman; 
STEPHEN B. JONES, Yale University; RAYMOND E. 
MURPHY, Clark University; EDWARD A. ACKERMAN, 
University of Chicago; WILLIAM APPLEBAUM, Stop 
and Shop, Inc.: and GORDON RECKORD of the Economic 
Cooperation Administration. They are anxious to 
receive suggestions as they plan the next program. 
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NEW MAPS AND BOOKS 


THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics,Washington 25, D.C., is preparing, 
under the direction of Francis J. Marschner, a map of MAJOR 
LAND USES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Ag the title indicates the contents is confined to major 
land uses, i.e., productive uses, and as the scale of the 
published map will be 1:5,000,000, even these areal distinc- 
tions will have to appear for some of the most important uses in 
significant associations. Accordingly the legend will carry as 
distinctions: Cropland and pasture land; cropland, woodland 
and grazing land; irrigated land; forest and woodland grazed; 
forest and woodland mostly ungrazed; subhumid grassland and 
semiarid grazing land; open woodland grazed (pinon, juniper, 
aspen groves, chapparal and brush); desert shrubland grazed; 
desert mostly ungrazed; alpine meadows and mountain peaks 
above timberline, swamp and marshland. Cropland distribution, 
based on statistical data, will be show by means of dots 
superposed over these areal distinctions. The source material 
on which the map is based consist mainly of aerial photos 
(index sheets) and land use surveys. 


In its final form, the map will be about 24 x 3° inches 
within borders, printed in colors. Work on tire map has 
advanced to the point of nearing completion: it should be 
ready for the printer before the end of the fiscal year. 
How and when the map is going to be issued is as yet not 
fully decided. The intention is to make a number of copies 
available for office and classroom use, while the greater 
part of the edition should be part of a publication with 
text and illustrations. Nothing has been written so far so 
that no definite statement can be made as to when the complete 
publication.may be expected. 


THE GEOGRAPHIC BUREAU of THE CANADIAN DEPARTMENT OF MINES 
AND RESOURCES have published AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GEOGRAPHY 
OF NEWFOUNDLAND by B. V. Gutsell in their Information Series No.l. 
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DENOYER-GEPPERT COMPANY, 5235 Ravenswood Avenue, Chicago 40, 
announce publication of P55 PHILIPS' NEv COMMERCIAL MAP OF 
CHINA, Thisis a revised and reprinted edition of the former 
Hosie Map of China. The size is 38 x 48 and the price $8.50, 
The new map proper is on a scale of 60 miles to the inch. 
There is an enlarged inset of the Shanghai-Nanking district 
on a scale of 30 miles to the inch, and another inset of the 
outer province of Sinkiang on a scale of 90 miles to the inch. 
The map is politically colored by provinces. Mountains are 
not shown. Navigable rivers are in blue and the non-navigable 
in black. 


This Company has also received some French Government maps 
in French text, editions 1946 and 1948, of the following areas: 
INDO-CHINA, size 29 x 40, scale 1:2,000,000; JAPAN, KOREA, 
MANCHURIA, part of USSR, size 29 x 40, scale 1:4,000,000; 
EASTERN CHINA, size 29 x 40. 


They have also copies of A POLITICAL-ADMINISTRATIVE MAP OF 
USSR, 37 x 25, Russian text. This is a Ryssian Government 
publication. 


Also available is a Physical Map of the USSR, 72 x 53, 
Russian text, drawn on a scale of 1:5,900,000. 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 44 Francis Avenue, Cambridge, Mass., 
announce publication of a revised edition of Eric Fischer's 
THE PASSING OF THE EUROPEAN AGE. Tye first edition of this book 
was published in 1943. The tentative cmclusions set forth at 
that time are stated in the present edition as recognized facts. 
Statistics and other factual materials have been brought up to 
date. The role of non-Western civilizations in the process 
described has been more clearly stated, and the final chapter 
considers more fully the problem of why civilizations pass. 
Mr. Fischer is senior research geographer at the Virginia 
Geographical Institute. 


C. S. HAMMOND & COMPANY, 305 East 63rd Street, New York 21 
announce a new edition of HAMMOND'S COLLEGIATE ATLAS, This 1949 
edition has ‘ust come off the press. Geographers are familiar 
with the map material contained in this atlas. In addition there 
is a World T,ade S,mmary which will be of special value to those 
interested in economic geography, and following this there is an 
up-to-date Gazatteer of the world. The price of the COLLEGIATE 
ATLAS is $2.00. 
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This Company has also published a new set of outline Problem 
Maps. There is one for each continent and the United States, 
showing the principal physiographic regions and drainage. 

Two World Problem Maps, one with and one without boundaries 
are on an Eckert Projection, and there is mother on Mercator's 
Projection which shows the world drainage. All these sell at 
the rate of $3.00 per 100 copies, size 11 x 17. | 


D. C. HEATH & COMPANY, 285 Columbus Avenue, Boston 16, have 
published a new text in ecmomic geography for students. It is 
A REGIONAL ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY by Samuel Newton Dicken of the 
University of Oregon. 


THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS and some individual geographers have 
recently received a post-war revision of the famous V. K. Ting 
ATLAS OF CHINA. First published in 1933 in commemoration of the 
sixtieth anniversary of the important daily of Shanghai named 
Shun Pao, this authoritative work has undergone several 
revisions of which this is the fifth. It was published in 
1948, with numerous changes and additions. 


THE McGRAW-HILL BOOK COMPANY, 330 West 42nd Street, New York 18, 
announces publication of a revised edition of THE EARTH AND ITS 
RESOURCES by Vernor C. Finch, Glenn T. Trewartha and M. H. Shearer, 
The price is $3.20. This text is mainly intended for advanced high 
school use. A revision of Finch and Trewartha's ELEMENTS OF 
GEOGRAPHY is due for publication d@ring the summer, 


A. J. NYSTROM & COMPANY, 3333 Elston Avenue, Chicago 18, 
announce the publication of a physical-political map of Arkansas, 
This is a part of their series of state maps. I, contains some 
information in regard to schools at the request of the Department 
of Education at Little Rock. 


RAND McNALLY & COMPANY, 111 Eighth Avenue, New York 11, announce 
publication of EUROPA a landuse map of Europe and the Mediterranean 
edited by Rektor E. Ehlin and A. Sonderlund, published in Stockhola 
by P. A. Norstedt & Sons. The scale is 1:2,500,000 and the size 
86 x 76 inches. 


This Company has also obtained copies of a number of atlases 
published in Europe for distribution in the United States. Price 
list may be obtained from them. Among these atlases are: 
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NATIONAL ATLAS OF FRANCE, published by Editions Geographique 
INTERNATIONAL WORLD ATLAS, published by George Philip & Son, ‘tds; 
CITIZEN'S ATLAS OF THE WORLD , published by John Bartholomew & Son; 
WORLD ATLAS, published by Italian Touring Club; MUIR'S HISTORICAL 
ATLAS, published by George Philip & Sm, Ltd.; WORLD ATLAS - 
Atlante Geopolitico Universelle, published by Instotuto Geografica 
de Agostini, Novara, Italy. 


SILVER BURDETT COMPANY, 45 East 17 Street, New York 3, announce 
publication of A WORLD VIEW by Clarence Woodrow ye anol This is 
the fourth book in their Man In Hjs World geography prog 
A noteworthy feature of the book is that it begins with a 5 cae 
of a community of 4,000 people in Bedford, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Sorensen has had experience in working with Harlan H. Barrows 
and Edith Putnam Parker on the three preceding books of Man In 
His World. Next September Mr. Sorensen will be on the staff of 
the Geography Department of Illinois State Normal University. 


THE HONORS COMMITTEE 


The Honors Committee consisting of GEORGE H. T. KIMBLE, 
JAMES A. MINOGUE, and GUY-HAROLD SMITH, Chairman, invites 
the members of the Association to participate in formating 
the policy of the AAG in respect to honors and awards. The 
Committee, by use of a simple questionnaire, has leamed 
about the practices of other leamed societies. This informa- 
tion will be very useful. Without going to the necessary 
expense and trouble of sending a questionnaire to all members 
of the Association, individual members are asked to make their 
wishes known to the Committee. Members are invited to comment 
particularly on the number of awards. Should the awards be in 
the nature of an engrossed certificate or/and cash? Should 
medals, bronze or gold, be awarded from time to time? If so, 
how should the cost be defraved? Should there be awards for 
younger members to encourage continued research? How can the 
AAG reward the elders for a long career of scholarly service 
to geography? Suggestions should be addressed to Professor 
GUY-HAROLD SMITH, Department of Geography, The Ohio State 
University, Columbus 10, Ohio. 
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE 


This is the second issue of The Professional Geographer in 
its new series. The response to the first issue has been 
encouraging. Some of the specific suggestions have been put 
into effect in this issue. Further suggestions on content 
and format are most welcome. 


In this issue there are a number of longer articles or 
notes concerning matters deemed of contemporary interest 
to the geographic profession. For example, in the report 
of the Committee on Opportunities for Foreign Study is a 
letter by Joseph A. Russell which is applicable to all 
geographers interested in approaching sources of funds for 
research. Articles or materials of this type are solicited 
for future issues. 


News of AAG affairs is brief, since the first issue was 
largely concerned with such matters. However, the officers, 
committees and members of the AAG have been very active in 
furthering its objectives. According to informal reports, 
various regional meetings of AAG Divisions and other groups 
of geographers have been well attended and stimulating. 


The 'personal' news has been gathered from numerous sources. 
At some of the larger centers individuals have been asked to 
take the responsibility for furnishing such information; thanks 
are due to these persons. Geographers in isolated spots are 
urged to send in news of their activities, either directly or 
through their divisional officers. The P. G. has been operating 
without a deadline purposely; however, it is expected that the 
next issue will go to press on October 1. Will you share with 
your colleagues news of your recent activities? 


The copy is now in hand for the Directory of the AAG; this 
will be a supplement to the P. G. and should be published in 
the early summer. Mabel Eads and her committee have performed 
a prodigious task of assembling this data on some 1200 American 
geographers, 


This issue, as well as the first, has benefitted in its 
assembly, organization, writing and typing from the skill 
of Mrs. Evelyn Petshek, the Editorial Assistant. She is 


rapidly becoming a geographer! SAL 
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS 
Officers and Council Members, 1949 
President, Ricuarp HartsHoRNE Secretary, Watrer W. Ristow 


University of Wisconsin, The Library of Congress, 
Madison, Wisconsin Washington, D.C. 


Vice-President, SHannon McCune Treasurer, CHARLES HircnHcock 
Colgate University, American Geographical Society, @ 
Hamilton, New York Broadway at 156 St., New York 3@ 


Councilors 


B. Cressey GEORGE Drasy 
Syracuse University, Pennsylvania State College, 
Syracuse, New York (1949) State College, Pa. (1949) 
WALTER KoLLMORGEN Joun K. Rose 
University of Kansas, ‘The Library of Congress, 
Lawrence, Kansas (1949) Washington, D. C. (1950) 
GeEorGE J. Joun WEAVER 
Indiana University, University of Minnesota, 
Bloomington, Indiana (1950) Minneapolis, Minnesota (1951) 
Wauuace W. Arwoop, Jr. 
Research and Development Board 
National Defense Establishment, 
Washington, D. C. (1951 


Divisional Chairmen 
(Ex-officio Members of Council) 


New England, W. Etmer Exsiaw Middle Atlantic, Ropert CAMP# 
Clark University, George Washington University, 
Worcester, Mass. Washington, D. C. 
Southeast, SicisMoND Drerrricu East Lakes, 
University of Florida, Michigan State College, 
Gainesville, Fla. East Lansing, Michigan 
West Lakes, Cart Mapes Mid. West, WALTER KoLLMORGE 
Rand McNally & Company, University of Kansas, ; 
546 S. Clark St., Chicago 5 Lawrence, Kansas 

Southwest - GrorGE CORFIELD 

Oklahoma A & M College 


Stillwater, Oklahoma 


Editor of Annals — Henry Mapison KenpdaALi, Syracuse 
Syracuse 
Editor of The Professional Geographer — SHANNON McCune 
Colgate University 


Hamilton, New York 
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